
  

From the Principal  
Homework 
Homework is an out of classroom learning experience assigned by a teacher to enhance student learning. HCE 

Homework practice is aligned with the SBISD Homework Policy (EIB local). Specific grade level Homework 

practices will be shared with parents at Curriculum Night.  

Roles and Responsibilities  
Students shall be responsible for : 

Completing assigned homework. 

Ensuring that he/she clearly understands the homework assigned, including assignments, expectations, and 

requests for clarifications or assistance from the teacher when homework assignments and/or expecta-

tions are not clear.  

Managing time and materials to complete any assigned homework.  

The family shall be encouraged to : 

Provide an environment for successful completion of assigned homework;  

Provide encouragement and support for successful completion of assigned homework without doing the 

homework for their child; and  

Contact the classroom teacher if their child is not consistently able to do the homework by him/herself or 

if challenges or questions arise.  

Teachers shall be responsible for : 

Encouraging a partnership with family and students that promotes 

timely, regular communication;  

Designing homework assignments that clearly articulate the purpose 

and expected outcome;  

Sharing expectations regarding homework with students and parents 

at the beginning of the school year;  

Ensuring that any homework assigned is directly related to classroom 

instruction and consists of clear, purposeful, and engaging activities;  

Assigning homework that is appropriate to the studentõs age, devel-

opmental level, learning style, skills, and individual needs; (continued 

on pg. 3) 

Teaching the skills necessary for the student to complete the home-

work and to become a successful, independent learner;  

Articulating and carefully planning homework in partnership with 

other teachers both within and outside of the teacherõs subject area; 

Collecting, checking, grading, and otherwise processing homework and 

providing feedback in a timely manner in accordance with preset ex-

pectations; and  

Estimating the amount of time it takes to complete homework when planning.            continued on page 3  

 

The cougar beat  
Hunters Creek Elementary 
Stefanie Roach, Principal 

September  8,  2009 

 

Calendar  
9.8 Parent Orientation . Library 

  K & 1st . 6-7 pm  

 
9.9 Parent Orientation . Library 

 4th & 5th . 5-6 pm 

 2nd & 3rd . 6-7 pm 

 
9.10 Lunch with Heroes 

  

9.22 PTA Meetings 

 10 am Janowski Family home 

  6 pm Library 

 
9.24 PTA Planning Forum . 3:15 pm 

 
9.25 PTA Parent Ed Seminar . 9:30 am 
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Presidentõs Notes 
We had an amazing first two weeks of school!  Itôs hard to believe how many volunteers it takes to 
make Hunters Creek the wonderful school that it is.  There are many volunteers who work behind 
the scenes that I would like to thank and recognize for their efforts! 
 
Auction ï  Mindy Voyles, Darby Suman and Nicole Manning have worked countless hours over the 
past four months to recruit volunteers and plan our upcoming school Auction scheduled for  
November 13

th
 at the Forest Club! 

Office Volunteers ï Julianne Kennedy recruited, organized and trained over 75 volunteers to assist 
in the front office during school hours. 
Buddy Family ï Laurel Sidney & Mary Kay Nafaa offered a warm welcome to our new families by 
organizing back-to-school get togethers and pairing over 46 new families.   
School Supplies ï Robin Dahmer & Lesli Giannukos coordinated school supply orders and  
ensured that all of our children had supplies on their desks for the first day of school.   
Hospitality ï Mona Read and Kristin Valicek organized a fabulous luncheon for our staff and PTA 
chairs.  Their creative decorations transformed the school cafeteria into an exciting atmosphere to 
kick off the school year!  
Beginning Bonanza ï Jeanette Schlenker and Renata DeMoes organized the Beginning Bonanza 
for PTA volunteer sign-ups along with coffee and donuts on the first day of school. 
Spirit T -shirts ï Marla Reidel and Chrissy Schneider packaged and delivered a t-shirt for every  
student and staff member to celebrate the first week of school. 
HCE PTA Website ï Cheri Stewart redesigned and updated our www.hcepta.com website which 
provides important information and forms right at your finger tips. 
Teacher Wish List ï Dawn Dixon and Gina Karathanos compiled our teachersô wish lists and will 
accept donations at the grade level coffees and in the front office in a couple of weeks. 
Room Parent Chairs ï Tracey Antestenis and Stephanie Carr organized and trained room parents 
allowing easier communication and access to our teachers. 
First Day Packets ï Allison Daughtry organized many volunteers and spent countless hours  
preparing our school and PTA forms and assisting with the registration process. 
 
There are many others already busy at work:  PTA Treasurers - Diana Knox & Katherine Dukes,  
Directory Chairs - Renata DeMoes & Megan DeGeurin, Open House Chairs ï Dawn Dixon &  
Gina Karathanos, Gift Wrap Chairs ï Elizabeth Darnall & Cindy Pappas plus many more!  If you  
see these volunteers, please make sure to thank them for their time and dedication to help make 
our school Rock! 
 

Julie White 
HCE PTA President  
juliegwhite@sbcglobal.net 
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From the Principal (cont. from pg.1)  
Homework: Roles and Responsibilities  
 

Campus leadership staff shall be responsible for : 

Communicating the schoolõs homework practices to teachers, parents, & students at the beginning of the 

school year;  

Providing information to parents on the purpose of effective and purposeful homework;  

Providing information to parents demonstrating how to support their children with homework, including but 

not limited to newsletters, websites, and open houses;  

Adopting building practices to ensure the coordination of major assignments due on the same day, including 

quizzes, tests, and projects; and monitoring the implementation of homework policies and regulations.  

HCE Policy Corner  

Changes in your childôs method of afterschool dismissal: 

If there is a planned change in your childôs usual method of going home, send a dated and 

signed note to your childôs teacher. This note should specifically state how your child will 

be going home that day. If your child will be going home with another student, that  

 studentôs parent must also send a note.  

If your child regularly attends a Day Care program after school and a change is needed, 

contact the Day Care to inform them of the change as well. 

Students will be expected to follow the regular way for going home unless a written note 

is sent by a parent. 

If a change of transportation is necessary during the school day, notify the office, prior to 

2:00 p.m. either by Fax at 713-365-4937 or by email to both of the following addresses: 

nancy.hastings@springbranchisd.com and susan.gaines@springbranchisd.com  

 
 
 

All Student Verification and  
Parent Authorizations forms are due.    
Please return via your childõs  

backpack by  September 9 th.  Thank You!!!   
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Mark your calendars with the following dates for 

Back To School Coffees.  There is a separate Coffee for each 

grade level.  This is the perfect way to meet new friends, catch 

up with old friends, and sign up to help in your childõs  

classroom. All coffees take place right after the bell rings at 

school, from 8:15-9:45a.m.   
 

Please plan to join us! 
 

Tuesday, Sept 8th ñ 2nd Grade  Paige Weinstein 

         733 E. Creekside             

Wednesday, Sept 9th ñ4 th Grade   Helen Schmidt 

         711 Pifer     

Thursday, Sept 10th ñ5th Grade    Renna Rauch 

         762 W. Creekside 

Tuesday, Sept 15th  ñ  Kinder         Diana Knox 

         830 Country Lane 

Wednesday, Sept 16th ñ 1st Grade Laura Shelby 

         510 Saddlewood   

Thursday, Sept 17 th ñ 3rd Grade  Kerry Stovall  

         10102 Memorial Dr 

Thank you to these HCE Moms  

for having us in their homes! 
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  Teacher Wish List 
 

Dear HCE Families, 

 

It's that time again, for us, as proud HCE families, to help support our Staff and Faculty by 

donating money and/or purchasing supplies or learning materials your teachers need.  

Each year, they request items to better their classroom in which our children benefit.  They 

also depend on our donations to enjoy and learn from annual field trips.  Please consider this 

monetary commitment throughout the month of September in fulfilling their Wish List.   

 

Another gentle request, is that you are open minded for whom you choose to purchase  

supplies and materials.   The Specials Teachers, Nurse, Librarian, Mr. Rojas and Cafeteria 

Staff, just to name a few, are equally important and are in need of items.  Please take the time 

to thoroughly look through the Teacher Wish List binder, we will have available at each grade 

level coffee, to determine what you would like to purchase.  We will extend the purchasing 

through the entire month of September so we can order in the beginning of October.  We are 

available in many ways to accept your money and completed forms.  You may go online to 

springbranchisd.com and click on Hunters Creek.  Go to the Homepage and click on PTA.  

You will see a link at the bottom that says Teacher Wish List.   Download the Wish List and 

print the form to be completed in which you can turn in via your child's daily folder.  There is 

a TWL box in the HCE office.   

 

You may purchase items at your grade level coffee, or mail it to:  

    

Dawn Dixon 942 Boros Drive Houston, Texas 77024 

 

Please make your checks payable to HCE PTA and memo: Teacher Wish List 

 

We will also be available in the front office of HCE, September 21-25 from 11a.m. to 1 p.m., 

with updated lists of what is left to purchase.Thank you in advance for your support.No dona-

tion is too small and every donation is greatly appreciated.    

 

And, we extend a BIG THANKS to those of you whom have already generously do-

nated!!!!! 

 

Very Sincerely, 

Dawn   Gina 
Dawn Dixon                Gina Karathanos 

713-927-7389             281-813-5937 
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Teacher Wish List 
 
Every teacher has submitted a list of items they would like to see in their classroom.  These items include field trips and 
other learning materials to enhance your childôs class or specialty areas.  The list is available for your review in the office 
as well as during parent coffees in September. 
 
You can choose specific items to donate to your childôs class/specialist or you have the option of using this form to make 
a general contribution and sending the form and a check to the school.  We will be collecting funds for specific items the 
week of September 21-25 in the front office from 11 am to 1pm. 

 
Childôs Name:  ____________________________________ 
 
Parentôs name:  ____________________________________ 
 
Address:   ____________________________________ 
 
Phone:   ____________________________________ 
 
Childôs teacher/  ____________________________________ 
Specialist:  
 
Childôs grade:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
I would like to donate $____________ towards funding items on my teacherôs wish list 
in order of her preference.    She will designate which are the most important products 
to supplement her classroom. 
 
I would like to donate $__________ towards my childôs field trips. 
 
I would like to donate $__________ towards the Teacherôs Wish List.  The principal 
will designate the use of these funds to the non-grade level items. 
 
You will receive a tax receipt in you childôs backpack within the next week. 
 
*If your teacherôs wish list is already complete, your donation will be used to purchase the grade level team items.  If 
grade level purchases are complete, your donation will go towards another area of Hunters Creek Elementary that is in 
need. 
 

If you have any questions, please call Dawn Dixon 713-927-7389 or Gina Karathanos 281-813-5937 
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òLunch with Heroesó 
 

 
Hunters Creek Elementary will commemorate the eighth 

anniversary of September 11 th  by continuing our  

tradition of ñLunch with Heroesò. We have invited police 

officers, fire fighters, and other public officials to have 

lunch with the students on  

Thursday, September 10 th , 2009.  

 

Students are encouraged to wear red, white and blue or 

some type of patriotic clothing to show appreciation to 

the people dedicated to keeping our community safe.  

PLANNING FORUM  
 

Please join us for the HCE PTAôs Planning Forum on Thursday, September 24th at 3:15 in the 

Library.   

The Forumôs purpose is to ascertain what the schoolôs needs may be in the current school year 

and how to prioritize those needs.  This Forum will help the HCE PTA Planning Committee to 

determine how to allocate any money raised by the PTA in excess of the PTAôs budget.  Last 

year funds were used for the Literacy Library, traverse wall in the gymnasium, new office 

copier, music supplies, hallway bulletin boards, MP3 books and staff books. 

Parents, teachers and staff are invited to attend and to provide input on how any excess funds 

should be spent in this school year.  Please let me know if you have any questions or items 

you would like to include on the agenda. 

 

Laurel Sidney 

Planning Committee Chair,  713-686-8354,  Steve_laurel@msn.com 
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Author Visit ð Jeff Savage 
 

Renowned author Jeff Savage is coming to Hunters 

Creek Elementary on Wednesday, September 30th. 

Mr. Savage is Americaôs leading author of childrenôs 

non-fiction sports books. He has an award-winning 

list of more than 150 books in print, and his  

action-packed books have been read by millions.  

Jeff Savage is an eight-time winner of the  

International Reading Association Childrenôs Choice Award and  

winner of the Voice of Youth Advocates Non-Fiction Honor Award. 
 

For more information on Jeff Savage and his books, please visit:  www.jeffsavage.com 
 

Jeff is offering Hunters Creek families a discount on his books.   

In addition, each book you purchase can have a personal inscription. 
 

Please fill out the order form below and return it with payment by Tuesday, September 15th. 

Jeff will autograph the books for your child here at school. 
 

  Pricing:  Hardcover - $14 Softcover - $6  (price includes tax) 
 

HARDCOVER (only) BOTH (hardcover and softcover) 

Tony Hawk: Skateboarding Legend James Stewart [supercross racing] 

Getting Ready for a Career in Professional Sports Annika Sorenstam [golf] 

Vert Skating: Mastering the Ramp Ichiro Suzuki [baseball] 

Street Skating: Grinds and Grabs Josh Hamilton [baseball] 

The X Games: Skateboardingôs Greatest Event Jeff Gordon [auto racing] 

Oscar De La Hoya ï The Golden Boy [boxing] Carly Patterson [gymnastics] 

Muhammad Ali ï The Greatest [boxing] Yao Ming [basketball] 

Motocross Cycles Peyton Manning [football] 

Stunt Planes Ryan Howard [baseball] 

Mountain Bikes Tom Brady [football] 

Hydroplane Boats LeBron James [basketball] 

ATVs Dale Earnhardt, Jr. [auto racing] 

Rally Cars Freddy Adu [soccer] 

Racing Cars David Ortiz [baseball] 

The Worldôs Fastest Stock Cars Travis Pastrana [supercross racing] 

The Worldôs Fastest Pro Stock Trucks Danica Patrick [auto racing] 

 Steve Nash [basketball] 

SOFTCOVER (only) Dwyane Wade [basketball] 

Julie Krone ï Unstoppable Jockey Dallas Friday [wakeboarding] 

Julie Foudy ï Soccer Superstar Dave Mirra [stunt bikes] 

 Albert Pujols [baseball] 

 Maria Sharapova [tennis] 

 David Beckham [soccer] 

 Sidney Crosby [hockey] 

 Tiger Woods [golf] 

 Roger Federer [tennis] 

 Eli Manning [football] 

 Brian Urlacher [football] 

 Chris Paul [basketball] 
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JEFF SAVAGE BOOK ORDER FORM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please return your completed order no later than Tuesday, September 15th.  
 

Please make checks payable to Hunters Creek Elementary.  

Cash is also accepted. 
  

 

Book _______________________________________   Price ________    

Name for Inscription ________________________________________  

Book _______________________________________   Price ________    

Name for Inscription ________________________________________ 

Book _______________________________________   Price ________    

Name for Inscription ________________________________________ 

Book _______________________________________   Price ________    

Name for Inscription ________________________________________  

 

Total hard copy books _____ Total price for hard copy books $14 x ______ = ________  

 

Total soft copy books ______ Total price for soft copy books $ 6 x _______ = _______ 

 

Grand total     _____________  

 
 

Your Name ______________________  Phone # __________________________  

 

Childôs Name ____________________   Room # or Teacher ______________   

(books will be delivered to child)  
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Become a VIOLINIST at HUNTERS CREEK! 
 

Beginning Suzuki violin classes are now available at Hunters Creek, for students in Kindergarten 

through 3rd grades.  This is a wonderful method developed with young students in mind.  The students 

move through the Suzuki method taking small steps, and feeling  positive about their accomplishments.  

The students will take part in listening to music as well as playing the violin together and for each other.  

The Suzuki teaching method strongly recommends that a parent be present during group classes, and 

that the parent become the coach at home.  The students will attend two classes per week: one group 

class after school on Wednesdays, and an individual private lesson will be given during the student's 

lunch or recess period once a week on Fridays.  The instructor, Zachary Montasser (known to the  

students as Mr. Zach), was taught the Suzuki method.  He is assistant conductor of the preparatory  

division of the Bay Area Youth Symphony, teaches at his private studio, and has students at Clear Lake 

High School.  He is pursuing a Masters degree in Violin Performance at the University of Houston. 

 

Tuition for the 22 week program is $750.  Payment can be made to the Spring Branch School District in 

one or two installments.  Tuition also includes the following special events: 

 

  Concert complete with costumes in October 

  District Performance 

  December Holiday concert 

  A fun ñsolo contestò with medals 

  An end of the year performance 

  Other possible performances include: 

  Run for the Arts at Memorial City Mall 

  Aeros Hockey game Performance 

 

Students will eventually need to rent a violin (usually $14-$23 per month).  Additional expenses may 

include books, CDs, shoulder pads, t-shirts, awards, and sashes.  All of this will be covered at the  

meeting time, given below. 

 

I will have an parent informational meeting at 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 9th in the music 

room.  I will answer many of your questions and will help you decide if this is the program for your 

child.  I hope to see you !  If you are interested in the violin program for your child, please send me an 

email.   I can then send you the necessary forms as soon as possible. 

 

  Thank you! 

    Zachary Montasser 

    xxzamxx@gmail.com  

Life Skill  
CARING  

 

To feel and show 
concern  
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Parent Education Seminar on Internet Safety  
Friday, September 25th, @ 9:30am 

 

Please bring your own latte and plan to join us on Friday, September 25th, from 9:30am until 

10:30am, in the Discovery Center for our first PTA Parent Education Seminar of the new 

school year. The topic will be Internet Safety and how to protect our children from the dangers 

on the internet. Beth Alberts, CEO of Texas Center For The Missing, will be our guest 

speaker.  Texas Center For The Missing is the organization responsible for putting out the Am-

ber Alerts on missing people. Please e-mail Meg Bissinger at megbissinger@gmail.com or 

call Meg at 713-818-4044 with any questions . Thank you!  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflections 2009 
 

All children deserve a quality arts education, and the PTA encourages students to pursue ar-
tistic expression through participation in its annual Reflections Program.  The program of-
fers students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. Students are 
encouraged to create and submit works of art in any one of six areas: literature, musical 
composition, photography, the visual arts, dance choreography, and film/video.  !ǿŀǊŘǎ 
are given at the school, district, state, and national levels.  Each year, the Reflections Pro-
gram challenges students to create art that interprets a specific theme.  The theme for the 
2009/2010 school year Reflections program is:   

ά.Ŝŀǳǘȅ ƛǎΦΦΦέ 

The entry form, general rules, and specific rules that apply to each artistic medium can be 
found on our PTA website, www.hcepta.com,  and on the Texas PTA website, 
www.txpta.org.   The deadline for submission will be some time in late October.  Look for 
information in upcoming editions of this newsletter.   So reflect on the theme and get in-
spired to create an original work of art! 

For more information, please contact Kris Maclay at kmaclay@comcast.net.   


