Hunters Creek Elementary
Stefanie Roach, Principal

UL L September 21, 2009
From the Principal Calendar

Hunters Creek Elementary Homework Policy 9.22 PTA Meetings

The purpose of homework is to promote high quality 10am- Janowski Family Home
learning and achievement. Homework is given to studgpts 7614 BrykerWOOdS 77055

to enhance their learning of the content and concepts 6pm Library

taught in the classroom. Homework will be reviewed by
teachers to determine if an acceptable level of mastery]i9.23 Individual Pictures Taken
evident. Homework should provide students with the
opportunity to apply information they have learned, 9.24 Planning Forum . 3:15 pm
practice newly acquired skills so that they

become automatic, and to develop independence. . .
9.25 PTA Parent Education Seminar

ifh Internet Safetyin the Discovery
Center 9:30 am

Homework is assigned by grade level in accordance W
the SBISD Grading Expectations. The amount of homf}
work given will depend on the age of the students.

197

e Kindergartennot to exceed 30 minutes nightly 9.28 Innisbrook Sale Begins
e 1° not to exceed 30 minutes nightly

nd_gzth_ i i T
e 2"°-5"- not to exceed 60 minutes nightly 9.30 Visiting Authdd Jeff Savage
Homewor k wi | | not affect student s grade in a
subject. However, homework accuracy and/or comple i)ﬂao 1 Open House/Pasta Dinner
wi | | be reflected in thel]Jstudentds overall cqdndu

Detailed explanations of classroom assignments can lpg L
found in the specific policies created by grade level I ,fe Sk
il

In any effort to value your time and that of our staff anjl Cooperat,On
students, | would ask that if you wish to meet with me,
please contact our Administrative Assistant, Hannah TO Work TO eth
Mora, to set up a meeting time. She has access to myj g er,
calendar and would be more than happy to find time fq
to conference. | look forwarding to serving the HCE
community and all HCE families this year.




WELCOME BACK TO OUR SCHOOL REBATE PROGRAMS -
EVERYBODY CAN PARTICIPATE !l

PLEASE HELP OUR HUNTERS CREEK STUDENTS

You can help our school earn free money!!!! Below is a list of rebate programs the school participate$ in.
Please remember these programs next time you shop. We also appreciate any suggestion to make qur
programs more effectiv@lease share your ideas!

Randall 6s Good NHCEhwiolrl Pregeiawe 1% of every |Jpur
able Card. Please call 87233929 (customer servideapplication dept.) and link your card with the scheol
ID # 1701 You can also use the attached form which can be picked up at the school office.

Kroger Neighbor to Neighbor Programi HCE will receive 1% of every purchase made with Kroger Plyis
Card.

Please bringthB Kr o g e r  Bwith yolCto theeclbsest store
And link your card to the school account:

HUNTERS CREEK ELEMENTARY

1 g00o000N83363

Central Market 1. An HCE Central Market Card program has been disconnected.
Please do not use your cards anymore.

SchoolPop Shop and Earri free online shopping program, HCE earns contribution every time you mgke a
purchase at their merchantsé web sites. Pl eage s
www.schoolpop.com HCE loglD # 123767

‘ m?} Box Tops for Education

ﬁo [ To participate simply clip Box Tops from hundreds of participating brands and send
. ‘ to school with your child or drop off at the school office. Please put Box Tops inja

plastic bag | abeled with you chil dojs a

The name of the biggest contributors will be mentioned in our school newspaper on every 3 months basi

For more information about participating brands log antav.boxtops4education.com

K b

Target Take Charge Of Educationi The program can be used anywhere out of the state. Relatives, alumni,
friends and neighbors are invited to participate also.
HCE receives between 1/2% and 1% of every purchase made by using Target Visa, Red Card or Tafget Stc
Card, reimbursed percentage depends on the used card.
Just link your target card with the schdbl101317

Any questions regarding the programs please contact:
Radka Kral atadka01@att.neB37280-6888, 713688-3194.



http://www.schoolpo.com/
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:radka01@att.net

Go Bananas to Help Our School!! |

Our school receives 50% of the profit
10 items sold receives a cute plush monkey

Innisbrook is green - all recycled wrap
and catalogs

Yummy Helen Grace chocolates I
dondét forget corporate

To volunteer contact

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Innisbrook gift wrap starts Sept. 28 1" |
|
|
|
o
| Elizabeth Darnall 713 -254 -9811 |



20092010 Elementary GT Identification Process

Spring Branch ISD seeks to implement a comprehensive continuum of services and program
options (k12) that is responsive to the needs, interests, and abilities of gifted and talented stt
dents in the social, emotional and intellectual areas. The Gifted and Talented Program jdenti-
fies and serves the special educational needs of students with advanced learning abilities in

language arts/social studies, and/or mathematics/science.

Parents who are considering referring their child for screening are strongly encouraged to at-
tend the Parent Awareness Meeting on October 6, 2009 at 7:00 pm in the SBISD Board Roor
at 955 Campbell Road. This meeting will provide important information about the SBISD Pro-
gram and the characteristics of GT students.

Parents who would like to refer their child for screening must provide permission for assess-
ment and complete a Parent Referral Form. The Parent Referral Form can be downloaded fr
the SBISD Advanced Academic Studies web page or the Hunters Creek web page under GT
Parent Information. This link takes you directly to the SBISD Advanced Academic Studies
page. Please note that at this time, the form on the AAS webpage has not been updated and
flects the due date for last year.

Completed Parent Referral Forms must be returned to Lynne Luberger, Counselor, no later
thanOctober 16, 2009

20092010 GT Identification Process Timeline

October 8" i Parent Awareness Meeting
SBISD Board Room
7:00 pm

October 16" i GT Referral Deadlingé Parent Referral Forms due to Lynne Luberger, Counselor

November 23" i K-5" grade- Level 1 parent notification letters mailed

December i January 14" i Level 2 testing obnly those students who qualified in Level 1
February 25" i Kindergarten parent notification letters mailed

March 1% i Kindergarten services begin

April 1st i 131 5" grade parent notification letters mailed

May 10" i Deadline to request an appeal

May 24" i Appeals notification to parents




Changes to GT ldentification Process

+Based on the work of the Advanced Academic Studies Task Force, several changes in the idg:ntifica
‘tron process for the SBISD Gifted and Talented Program are currently being implemented. Trﬂs is th
.second year of implementation for this new process.

:Standard Activities

ESBISD is implementing three standardized screening activities in every classrboiirhkse
. activities are specifically designed to illicit behaviors characteristic of gifted students. These ate
-short educational activities that teachers will incorporate into their lesson plans. By doing the-actrvr-
-tres with all students, teachers will be screening all students for possible referral for the GT program
+Regardless of performance on these activities, parents may refer their children for the GT pragram.
ZThe assessment of these activities will be combined into one measure to be included in the GT iden
Efication process. This replaces the portfolios used in previous years.

Two-Step Process

:SBISD has developed atwwot ep 1 denti fication process t o. ef
-the special educational services provided in the Gifted and Talented Program. This process |s de-
-srgned to be studefwtentered. Level 1 is the first step of the process. Data in Level 1 of the proeess
+will be collected for every student referred for the GT program. This step includes collecting data
Zfrom students through the standardized activities, teachers through a standardized behavioral inven
Etory, and from parents through the parent inventarstudent must have at least one score that nieets
+the GT standard in Level 1 to continue in the identification pro&isslents who have no scores ¢
. meetrng the GT standard in Level 1 will not continue in the identification process and will not be
|dent|f|ed as gifted. .

:Level 2 is the second step of the identification process. Level 2 includes the administration ofE

« nationally standardized, norreferenced tests. This testing will take place during the school day on
sstudentsd home campuses. The district ide@t:i
*'students who completed Level 2 of the proges
s for GT services.

« Honor Scores for Two Years

ESBISD will honor test scores for two years, beginning in 1st grade. The publishers of
tcstandardi zed tests clearly indicate that he
.year peri od. For this reason, we wi | | honor |
s process for two years. This does not include Kindergarten students. Exceptions will be made only fa
. medrcal reasons documented by a physician. Students may be referred each year, but the previous
.year 0s test scores wil/l be wutil i-204@schodr year.s .ch

> X a XXX XXX X)

. Example Lynette was referred for GT testing as a 2nd grade student 2Q0DD8She qualrfredfor .
. Level 2 of the identification process, so she took the standardized tests. Based on the data cqllectec
< 20082009, Lynette did not qualify for the GT program. Lynette was referred for GT testlnddas.a 3
. grader in 20022010, so all of the Level 1 data was collected again. She qualified for Level 2, b-ut was
- not given the standardized tests. Instead, her scores fror2P0Q8vere used. Lynette did not qual-

|fy for the GT program. Lynette was referred again in 20Q01. If she qualifies for Level 2, she V\2|II
. be administered the standardized tests.
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HCE Policy Corner

Students Arriving to School by Car: Students transported to school by car should be
dropped off and picked up only at Parent Drive off of Flint River. Faculty and student pgatrols
are on duty to assist students at Parent Drive. Cars should enter Parent Drive and progeed
through the parking lot to the farthest available cone. Students should exit the cars quigkly in
order to keep the line moving.

No Drop Off/Pick Up Zones:To keep students safe and prevent disruption of traffic, st
dents should not be dropped off on the streets surrounding the school, including Flint River,
Wade Hampton, and Beinhorn, or in the parking spaces along Beinhorn. Any stopping|or
standing on Beinhorn is a hazard and we need to keep the traffic flowing. The driveway off o
Wade Hampton is reserved for bus use only.

HUNTERS CREEK ELEMENTARY VOLUNTEERS
20092010 SCHOOL YEAR

As you know, before volunteering on any Spring Branch Independ-
ent School District campus, you are required to complete a volun-
teer registration form. This form must be approved by SBISD prior
to any volunteer time on campu.
field trips. Your current volunteer status from the prior year will ex-
pire on September 30, 20009.

Please type in the following link in order to register for the cur-
rent year :
http://www.springbranchisd.com/partners/part_dev/volunteers/

volunteers.htm

Once you have registered, you \
cense to the school office which will allow you to be on campus as a
volunteer and your hours will start to log in at that time. Please re-

turn to the office at the end of your volunteer time and check out.

If you have any questions, please contact Anna Reppert at

anna.reppert@comcast.net
6
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HCE Receives Education Foundation Grant

This Fall, HCE was one of several SBISD elementary schools to receive a r
tary grant from the SBISD Education Foundation. The PTA applied for the ¢
last Spring based on a need to better prepare our fourth and fifth graders fo
dle school Spanish. The grant money has been applied towards the purchg
take home workbooks for every fourth and fifth grader at HCE ! The workbg
will help prepare the students for middle school as well as enhance our curr

none-
rant
" mid-
se of
oks
ent in

structional program. Thanks to Senora Rivera, Stefanie Roach, Renata DeMoes

and Amanda Vavilala for their input and efforts in securing this grant.
For more information on the SBISD Education Foundation, please follow the

http://www.springbranchisd.com/sbef/sbef.htm

Parent U Fast Facts

3" Annual SBISD Parent U i A Day of Learning
Saturday, October 3, 2009

Spring Woods High School

2045 Gessner

81 9am Registration and Continental Breakfast
9:10am i 1 pm Three 1.1 hour sessions along 6 learning tracks, 75+
sessions to choose from!

Classes in English and Spanish!

Website to register online and view courses in English and Spanish: at:
www.springbranchisd.com/partners/parentu/parentu.htm

Learning Tracks:

Academic Success

Parenting Skills

College and Career Readiness
Health and Wellness

Safety and Security

Support for the Special Needs Child

To Register, parents may:

Complete form included in the registration pamphlet and return to your office or SBISD Community Relations
Complete online registration in English or Spanish at:
www.springbranchisd.com/partners/parentu/parentu.htm

Cost -- $10. Scholarships will cover any parent in need.

 link:

7
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Nurses Notes

As of Wednesday, September 16, we have had 11 cases of confirmed Type A Influenza among our students at HCE.
The physicians in the area are being instructed by the health departments to do what is known as a "Rapid A"

testto confirm if this is an "A strain" flu virus, and if so, to treat it as if it is HLN1. It is highly probableitbaiass of
positive Type A Influenza are actually HIN1 due to the fact that seasonal flu is usually not seen this early inTthe year.
our knowledge most physicians are reuestingany furthertesting from aconventional laboratory fan actual
H1N21confirmation. However, arH1N1 confirmationwould not generally change the treatment, which is primarily the
drug Tamiflu, which is effective if taken within 48 hours of the start of symptoms.

None of this, however, changé® protocol on how ware handling this issue, which is the same protocol being used
throughout SBISD. We are promotingctive staff and student precautions such as frequent hand washing, hand sani-
tizer use, covering coughs and sneezes in our elbow or with a tissue, proper disposal of tissues and custodial cleaning
areas of constant hand touching (water fountains, handrails, light switches, desktops and counte3s)dtais with
symptoms of the flu are being sent home.

The symptoms of the flu include:

Headache, fever, sore throat, body aches, nasal congestion, runny nose, cough, and\fatigueryone runs fever

with the flu that we are currently seein§ome of the children have had a fever for only a short time and complain for
several days of mild symptoms. It is best to take a loak #te symptoms to decide if a child should be checked by the
doctor. The other iliness | have been seeing at HCE is a cold, which starts with a sore throat, and after about a day, d
velops into a runny nose with malaise, sometimes with a slight cough. It is difficult to differentiate between a bad cold
and the flu!

New studies show that many people spread swine flu for a week or more after symptoms first apgdeato@nshy

coughing may be a better sign than fever for telling who is contagious

With that in mind, if your child has been diagnosed with the flu, and has a very bad cough, with no fever, please consic
keeping him/her home until the cough moderates. Please keep a sick child home until fever free for at least 24 hours
without the use of fever reducing medications.

To Submit a Newsletter Article

1. Write your article as a Microsoft Word document.
2. E-mail it to all 5 newsletter editors at:

rdemoes@comcast.net
althealee@comcast.net
sassydesignsinc@comcast.net
virginias@ireality.com

witte @texas.net

3. You should then receive a response from the editor who is responsible for that
week. If you do not get a response, please call  one of us to make sure your article
will be included! The DEADLINE for submitting articles is every WEDNESDAY AT
10:00 AM. Articles will be accepted ONLY by e-mail. If you have any questions,
please call any one of us!

Renata DeMoes 281-381-6545
Althea Lee 713-984-1615
Sandy Means 713-906-1289
Virginia Schwanauer 713-984-2490
Teresa Witte 713-647-8444




OPEN HOUSE
CHICKEN SPAGHETTI DINNER
October 16pm7:30
Deliciously Catered by:
Amy Cone and Dream Cuisine!!
Make your reservations today by filling out the f¢rm
belowand return in your childs daily folder

$8.00

Family Name
Number of Reservations
Amount enclosed cash check___check no.
Please make checks payable to Hunters Creek PTA
memo: Open House Dinner

And as always, THANK Y@ your support to Hunters Creek Elementary}!
Dawn Dixon and Gina Karathanos
713277389 288136937




Parent Education Seminar

On Internet Safety
Friday, September 28", @ 9:30am

Please bring your own latte and plan to joirjus
on Friday, September #5from 9:30am until
10:30am, in the Discovery Center for our fiTt

PTA Parent Education Seminar of the new school year. The topic will be Int¢rnet
Safety and how to protect our children from the dangers on the internet. Beth Al-
berts, CEO of Texas Center For The Missing, will be our guest speaker. Tekas

Center For The Missing is the organization responsible for putting out the Anber
Alerts on missing people.

Please email Meg Bissinger atnegbissinger@gmail.coor call Meg at 713818
4044 with any questions.

Thank you!

PLANNING FORUM

Please join us for t heThukay SépEraies2d BtB:A5mn i n g

the Library.

The Forumbs purpose is to determine what
and how to prioritize those needs. This Forum will help the HCE PTA Planning Committee to
determine how to allocate any money rai se

year funds were used for the Literacy Library, traverse wall in the gymnasium, new office
copier, music supplies, hallway bulletin boards, MP3 books and staff books.

Parents, teachers and staff are invited to attend and to provide input on how any excess func
should be spent in this school year. Please let me know if you have any questions or items y
would like to include on the agenda.

Laurel Sidney
Planning Committee Chair
713-686-8354
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Teacher Wish List

Dear HCE Families

| would like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU to those families that have generously dofated
towards the Teacher Wish List this year!

If you have not donated, please consider doing so within the next two weeks.
| will be in the front office September 25 from 11 a.mi 1 p.m., with an updated list of
what is still needed, and accepting donations towards these items.

Another gentle request, is that you are open minded for whom you choose to purchasg sup-
plies and materials. The Specials Teachers, Nurse, Librarian, Mr. Rojas / Cafeteria Staff ant
Ms. Dunwoody, just to name a few, are equally important and are in need of items.

You may also fill out the enclosed form and mail your payment to:
Dawn Dixon

942 Boros Drive

Houston, Texas 77024

Please make your checks payable to HCE PTA and memo: Teacher Wish List
Thank you in advance for your support.

No donation is too small and every donation is greatly appreciated.
Very Sincerely,

Dawn Dixon Gina Karathanos
713927-7389 288135937

I I EEE—— E— I EEE—— E— —

| Track Talk |

In an ongoing effort to promote healthy lifestyles with our children, we will continue an HCE eI1-
deavor calledrack Talk this year for all K5" studentsOur goal is twefold. We want to providel

more exercise opportunities to all students, and strengthen peer relationships and social developme
among all learners. Starting this month of September, we will afford students the opportunity |o walk
the track in the morning from 7:3050 a.m., instead of waiting in the cafeteria or gym before sghool
begi ns. On vy o u rrace Talk | dhy studehts will rgporétd tieedield instead of going

to the cafeteria or gym. This exercise opportunity is weather permitting. Children will be notifiéd of
their Track Talk  day on the morning announcements the day prior. Teachers will be encouraged to
walk with kids, and parents are welcome to join the healthy habit practice as well. Finally, we jhave
made a conscious effort to afford each childack Talk session every week. Hope for great
Iweather every Tuesday and Thursday mornings and please do consider joining us!

Track Talk sessions:
Tuesdayinder, T, 2"
IThursdayssrd, 4h g

L— e e E— e e E—
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Teacher Wish List

Every teacher has submitted a list of items they would like to see in their classroom.
These items include field trips and ot
class or specialty areas. The list is available for your review in the office as well as
during parent coffees in September.

You can choose specific items to donat
the option of using this form to make a general contribution and sending the form and
a check to the school. We will be collecting funds for specific items the week of Sep-
tember 21-25 in the front office from 11 am to 1pm.

Chil dbés Name:

Parent 6s name:

Address:

Phone:

Childbés teacher/
Specialist:

Childdés gr ade:

I would | ike to donate $ t

list in order of her preference. She will designate which are the most important
products to supplement her classroom.

I would | ike to donate $ t ow

I would | i ke to donate $ t ow

will designate the use of these funds to the non-grade level items.

You wi | | receive a tax receipt in you chil désg

*I f your teacherdéds wish |ist is already compl
level team items. If grade level purchases are complete, your donation will go towards another area
of Hunters Creek Elementary that is in need.

If you have any questions, please call Dawn Dixon 713-927-7389 or Gina Karathanos 281-813-
5937

ner

D W a

A r d

A r d

et e
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SEAUTY 9S...

Reflections

For those of you who are new to HCE, Reflections is an art particigatior
program sponsored by the PTA. The program offers students t{:

opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. Students are
encouraged to create and submit works of art in any one of six afeas:
literature, musical composition, photography, the visual arts, darjce
choreography, and film/video. Awards are given at the school, disfrict,
state, and national levels. Each year, the Reflections Program challeng
students to create art that interprets a specific theme.

The theme for the 2009/2010 school year Reflections program is:

N\

nNBeauty 1 s. . ]O

The entry form, general rules, and specific rules that apply to each
artistic medium can be found on our PTA website)yv.hcepta.com
and on the Texas PTA websiteyw.txpta.orqg The deadline for
submission will be some time in late October. Look for informatio:l} In
upcoming editions of this newsletter. So reflect on the theme and get
iInspired to create an original work of art!

For more information, please contact
Kris Maclay atkmaclay@comcast.net
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Dear Hunters Creek Elementary Families:

The Auction Committee is getiniiRmg ke x tiet &Nd g
We are working hard to make this auction a successful event.

For those of you who are new this year, welcome! Each year, our school holds an auction, ¢
gani zed by the PTA, which is our primary fun
November 13th, at The Forest Club. Money raised by the auction has been used in the past to [
chase new computer systems, update library and classroom educational tools, and provide health
ness, art, and science materials. As always, it is our goal to fully underwrite the expenses associs
with the auction so that 100% of the proceeds can be directed to the PTA.

For your convenience, we are now able to accept underwriter donations via credit card.
If you would like to donate, please complete the donor form on the back of this sheet and return

with either your c¢credit card information or
teacher or to the box in the office marked i
below.

We have also attached a letter that you can send to grandparents should they wish to particip
as underwriters.

If you have any questions, please email me or give me.al@aflations received by October
2 will be acknowledgedn the school directory. Donations of $1000 or more received by October
1 will be recognized on the auction-shirts. We appreciate your consideration for this worthy cause
and we hope to see you at the auction on November 13th.

Sincerely,

Jenny Greer, Underwriting Chairman
HCE Rock the Night Away Auction 2009
902 Tarrington Court

Houston, Texas 77024

(713) 7229913

jgreer@gibbgruns.com
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