
  

From the Principal  
 

Every six weeks, schools receive an Attendance Report not-

ing student daily participation. Attendance accountability 

encompasses all grades, K-5th.  Students present each day 

count toward our WADA, or Weighted Average Daily Atten-

dance. Attendance is a source of 

funding for SBISD. 
 

Every day is important to your 

childôs learning, so we encourage all 

families to save vacation time for the 

summer, or for the designated vaca-

tion days.  In addition please bring 

your child to school even if he/she 

has overslept, and make it a habit of returning to school,   

after an appointment, if time permits. Also to consider 

would be the idea of trying to schedule all appointments for 

later in the day so that your child can be marked present. All 

grade level teachers take attendance at 9 a.m. Therefore if 

your child is óin his/her seatô at 9:00 a.m., a teacher will 

count him/her present for the day. 
 

Our overall attendance for the first six weeks of school was 

97.02%. 
 

Our goal is to remain above the 97% tile throughout 

the year. A Gold Star, in the state accountability sys-

tem, for attendance purposes, is given to schools that 

have a year-long average of 97% and higher. 
 

I thank you for all of your efforts in emphasizing the 

importance of coming to school each and every day. 

Keep up the great work HCE kids and parents!  

 

The cougar beat  
Hunters Creek Elementary 
Stefanie Roach, Principal 

October 19, 2009 

 

Calendar  
 

10.22 Early Dismissal, 12:00pm  
 
10.23 Early Dismissal, 12:00pm  
 
10.23 Grading Period Ends  
 
10.26 Red Ribbon Week 
 Report cards go home 
 Picture Retakes 
 
10.30 Kinder Farm Concert, 
 8:30 amð Cafeteria 
 
11.3    5th Grade Bake Sale 
 
11.10   PTA mtg. 10 amð Library 
 
11.11  3rd & 4th grade Program, 
 8:30 amð Cafeteria 
 
11.13  Auction at Forest Club 
 
11.19  Gift Wrap Distribution 

Life Skill 
 

Perseverance 
 

To keep at it 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

  

Dawn Dixon  
 

HCE September  

Volunteer  

of the Month!  

 

Cougar Eye 

Winners 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Kinder 

Sophia Cone 

Jack Meyers 

 

First 

Charlotte Rogers 

Allyson Perez  

 

Second 

Sofia Ruiz 

Carson Irwin 

 

Third 

Collette Hickman 

Alex Valicek 

 

Fourth 

Tyler Robinson 

Weston Wilkinson 

 

Fifth 

Anton Zhuralev 

(no girl this time) 

HCE Policy Corner 
School Day Interruptions:   

 Parents or visitors may 

not proceed to the classrooms  

without first checking in at the 

office and receiving permission. 

No interruptions to the school 

day will be permitted except 

those of an emergency nature. 

 Parents are required to bring any forgotten 

items or items needing delivery directly to the  

office. Office staff members will deliver the 

items to the classrooms without interrupting  

instruction. Delivery of forgotten homework is 

not permissible.  

 Middle school students may not visit cam-

pus during the day. All visits by former students 

must take place after school hours.  
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Nurseõs Notes 
 

We continue to have students who are ill with the 

flu, which their doctors are diagnosing as H1N1 flu.  

As of today, Oct. 15, I know of 12 cases of the flu 

among HCE students in various classes this week.  

We continue to ask that you monitor your child 

when ill, report the illness to us, and keep an ill 

child home until fever free for 24 hours without the 

use of fever reducing medications.   
 

That being said, using the right thermometer to 

measure a childõs temperature is important.  I am 

hearing from parents that they are using ear thermometers to check for 

fever.  I never use an ear thermometer to check a studentõs tempera-

ture!  Unless the ear thermometer is perfectly placed in the ear canal, it 

will not give an accurate temperature reading. I have found through the 

years working as a school nurse, that the only reliable thermometer is 

an oral digital one ðthe kind you use under your tongue.  Research is 

backing me up on this.  According to a Consumer Reports April 2007 ar-

ticle:  òAt around age 4 or 5, when your child is old enough to hold a ther-

mometer under his tongue, with his mouth closed, without biting, you 

can use an oral thermometer. In our recent test of eight oral, ear, and 

forehead thermometers in adults and children over age 5, the oral ones 

proved most accurate overall; a digital oral ther-

mometer is the best choice for an adult or child 

over age 3.ó 
 

When using an oral thermometer for young chil-

dren, in my experience, the ones that work the 

best (most accurate) are those that take about a 

minute to work.  Placement in the mouth is also 

important.  The thermometer needs to be placed 

as far back as possible under the tongue to give 

an accurate reading.   

http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/babies-kids/childrens-health/health-issues/thermometers/oral-thermometers-1005/overview/index.htm
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New 3 rd  and 4 th  Grade Program!  
 

On November 11 th  the  
third and fourth grades will  

perform a program of  
patriotic songs to  

Celebrate Veteranõs Day. 
 

Hunters Creek Cafeteria  
8:30 a.m.  

 
Especially invited are family 
members who are Veterans.                             

To Submit a Newsletter Article 

1.  Write  your article as a Microsoft Word docment. 
 

2. E-mail  it to all 5  newsletter editors at: 
 

 rdemoes@comcast.net  
 althealee@comcast.net  
 sassydesignsinc@comcast.net  
 virginias@ireality.com  
 witte@texas.net  
 

3. You should then receive a response  from the editor who is responsible for that 
week. If you do not get a response, please call  one of us to make sure your article 
will be included!  The DEADLINE for submitting articles is every WEDNESDAY AT 
10:00 AM . Articles will be accepted ONLY by e-mail. If you have any questions, 
please call any one of us!  
  Renata DeMoes   281-381-6545 
  Althea Lee    713-984-1615 
  Sandy Means   713-906-1289 
  Virginia Schwanauer  713-984-2490 
  Teresa Witte    713-647-8444 
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Each fall during Red Ribbon Week, communities unite to educate        
children about the harmful effects of drugs and alcohol and to show them the 
benefits of a healthy lifestyle. 

 

This yearõs Red Ribbon Week theme and activities were developed to  
support our 2009-10 school theme of òHCE Rocks.ó The Red Ribbon Week   

theme for 2009 is òA Drug Free Life Rocks.ó 
 

Please encourage your child to participate in the dress up theme day    
activities for Red Ribbon Week.  

 

Monday, October 26 ð òRocking to a Drug Free Beató 

Students will receive ribbons and sign pledge cards at school. 
 

Tuesday, October 27 ð òTeam Up against Drugsó   

Students are to wear a team jersey/t-shirt. It can be their own team shirt, or 
from their favorite college or professional team.  

 

      Wednesday, October 28 ð òJoin the Fight Against Drugsó 

      Students are to wear camouflage clothing. 
 

      Thursday, October 29 ð òDressinõ Up for my Rockinõ Futureó 

Students are to wear appropriate attire to represent what they want                        
to be when they grow up.  

 

      Friday, October 30 ð òI Choose to Read and Be Drug Freeó  

      Students are to bring their favorite book from home to share with the class.  
 

Counselorõs Connection 
 

Helping People Achieve - Through  

Heart to Heart Connections 
 

Lynne Luberger, Counselor  
 

lynne.luberger@springbranchisd.com   

RED RIBBON WEEK:  OCTOBER 26- OCTOBER 30, 2009 

òA Drug Free Life Rocksó 

mailto:lynne.luberger@springbranchisd.com
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For those of you who are new to HCE, Reflections is an art                

participation program sponsored by the PTA.  The program offers      

students the opportunity to create works of art for fun and recognition. 

Students are encouraged to create and submit works of art in any          

one of six areas: literature, musical composition, photography,            

the visual arts, dance choreography, and film/video.  Awards are     

given at the school, district, state, and national levels.  Each year,         

the Reflections Program challenges students to create art that               

interprets a specific theme.  The theme for the 2009/2010               

school year Reflections program is: 

ñBeauty is...ò 

The entry form, general rules, and specific rules that apply to each       

artistic medium can be found on our PTA website, www.hcepta.com,  

and on the Texas PTA website, www.txpta.org   The deadline for        

submission will be some time in late October.  Look for information in 

upcoming editions of this newsletter.   So reflect on the theme and get  

inspired to create an original work of art! 

For more information, please contact                                                     

Kris Maclay at  kmaclay@comcast.net.   

 

R E F L E C T I O N S 

http://www.hcepta.com/
http://www.txpta.org/
mailto:kmaclay@comcast.net

