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The goal of vocabulary instruction at Hunters 10.26 Red Ribbon Week
Creek is to strengthen student knowledge of the Report cards go home
English language and to teach new terms so that YQFABUU{‘\W Picture Retakes

they permeate our students’ speech, as well as
their pieces of writing. We want our students to
“own” new vocabulary terms, instead of simply
memorizing the meaning of isolated words.

10.29 Reflections Entries Due

10.30 Kinder Farm Concert,
Hunters Creek teachers are well versed in the recommendations of vo- 8:30 am- Cafeteria
cabulary research (e.g., actively engage the students in word learning,
immerse the students in words repeatedly across a wide variety of con- 11.3 5th Grade Bake Sale
texts, help students personalize word learning, guide students in build-
ing relationships among related concepts). Vocabulary is directly .
taught in context and is embedded in the curriculum to provide mean-  11:10 PTA mtg. 10 am- Library
ing, a way for students to make connections and associations. Students
who learn words within meaningful authentic contexts add to their spo- 11.11 3rd & 4th grade Program,
ken vocabularies and their writing vocabularies. Intentionally taught 8:30 am- Cafeteria
vocabulary is grade level/content appropriate. Vocabulary taught in iso-
:?rtr:g.n or in a random manner provides little retention over the course of 1113 Auction at Forest Club
Vocabulary instruction prompts students to actively engage with the 11.19 Gift Wrap Distribution
ideas and language of a text selection as they read. Students use context
to identify important words, see the word choices of peers, talk about
words, write a summary, and then extend their understanding by think-
ing about the words as they respond to prompts. Students have
multiple exposures to the words—reading them, recording them, .
talking about them, using them in written summaries, and think- L ’fe Sk,‘”
ing about them in alternative ways. A teacher promotes word

consciousness through attention, focus, and exploration of .

words. Based on principles of effective vocabulary instruction, ' n te r,t

teachers can help build and enrich students’ understandings of To act ;

words in any subject area, which in turn will support their ?Ccordlngly to What ’
comprehension of the content. rght and >

Wrong

(Continued on Page 2)



Vocabulary instruction is aligned between grade levels.
One example of this alignment is the effective use of
word walls to improve literacy and encourage active
participation. A word wall is a group of words that are
displayed on a wall, bulletin board, or dry erase board in
a classroom. The words are referred back to continually —
throughout a unit by the teacher and students during a variety of activities.
Gestures, such as pointing to key words during a lesson, offer visual rein-
forcement in addition to the auditory input students receive. Word wall ac-
tivities engage students while they learn key vocabulary, whether it is
learning to explain a word or compare it to other key concepts. Diverse
word wall activities can improve literacy in all content areas by helping
students build vocabulary, improve spelling, and verbalize thoughts.

We are very confident with the manner in which vocabulary is taught at
our campus. Should you have any questions or wish for further clarifica-
tion, please do not hesitate in speaking with your child’s teacher. An em-
phasis on vocabulary instruction is alive and well at HCE!

»  submitted by Teresa Henshaw, School Improvement Specialist and
Stefanie Roach, Principal

HCE Policy Corner

If you are walking to pick up your child,
please instruct your child that you will meet him/her at the flag pole
in front of the school. For the safety and accountability of all stu-
dents, please refrain from walking to the hardtop
area to pick up your child as this becomes a hazard
when students cross busy driveways and/or streets
without crossing guards present. The hardtop area
is designated for students departing by car through ~ -
Parent Drive only.

Students departing by
car will be taken to the covered hardtop for pick-up at Parent Drive.
Faculty responsible for Parent Drive will place the students in lines
according to grade level. Numbered cones are used to designate pick-
up spots. Parents will be directed to a cone by a staff member with a
megaphone. Parents should proceed to the designated cone to pick up
their child. Please do not exit your vehicle at any time to
pick up your child. This slows the process and presents a
safety issue for all. Dismissal through Parent Drive begins
at 3:00 p.m. and is usually completed by 3:15 p.m.

Cougar Eye
Winners

Kinder
Phillip Pappas
Liz Savage

First
Chandler Gartner
Andrew Jimenez

Second
Bailey Dalton
Luke Lorentzatos

Third
Lawson Knowles
Kate Carmain

Fourth
Michael Clulow
Jessica Sydney

Fifth
Katherine Reese
Devin Decker



Counselor’s Connection
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lynne.luberger@springbranchisd.com

Thanks to the generosity of our Teacher Wish List Program, on October 6" all students enjoyed
the 2009 Motivational Production video, “Friends”. The video is a high-tech, state of the art
multimedia production. The video utilizes 3 large screens, carefully selected major movie clips
and appropriate popular music to convey a positive, powerful message of good character, wise
decision making and positive self esteem.

The show this year was about friendship and how important relationships are in life. The video
focused on three main areas of developing and keeping "good company".

How you can BE a friend
How you CHOOSE your friends
How you can LOSE your friends

The story begins with a boy named Matthew. He is a new student in school who struggles to
make friends. He develops a special friendship with one of his teachers who decides to take
him under her wing and help him understand the importance of finding value in everyone, even
though they might have different personalities and interests. With a creative use of a box of
crayons, his teacher helps Matthew reach outside of his "comfort zone" and discover the
beauty in being a friend to classmates he normally would have overlooked. The story also
taught students how to have the courage to speak up when they see others being treated in an
unkind way.

One of the "real life stories™ was about a boy who has a large birth mark on his face and in-
stead of feeling sorry for himself; he writes a book called "Buddy Booby's Birthmark™ that has
helped thousands of other children learn the lesson of acceptance. This is a heart warming
story of what true friends really look like.

In an effort to have students retain the messages in the video, my current series of classroom
guidance lessons in all grade levels pertains to the video and how students can put the lessons
learned into practice in real life. Capitalizing on our theme HCE Rocks, | am challenging stu-
dents to do their part in making ZCE Rock by practicing the life skills of friendship, caring and
responsibility. Throughout the year, we will be looking at ways to incorporate these themes.
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HCE ROCK.S .... SPELLING RULES!

The Spelling Bee is Coming!
Classroom Spelling Bees are scheduled for Thursday, December 3" All 3 4™ and 5™ graders can partici-
pate. Printed lists of the words for the classroom spelling bees will be coming home in a few weeks.

There will be five morning practice sessions to help the children prepare for
the Classroom Spelling Bees. These sessions will be held from 7:30-7:55 am
on

Monday, November 23rd
Tuesday, November 24th
Monday, November 30th
Tuesday, December 1st
Wednesday, December 2™

We Need Volunteers!
We need parents to call out words during these morning practice sessions. Please contact Wendy Koy at
deanandwendy@sbcglobal.net if you are interested. No experience needed! We will also need some volun-
teers for the Hunters Creek Spelling Bee on Thursday, January 21st.

Cub Scout Campout

Hunter Creek’s Cub Scout Pack 704 left city life behind for a family camping

experience in the woods of Lake Somerville at the Texas State Park Birch Creek Unit on October 17-18. The
Hunter Creek Cub Scout Pack includes 93 boys in grades 1-5 who meet monthly for outdoor, service and
other activities. The fall campout is a whole family experience for the cub scouts who attend with their
mothers, fathers and siblings. Perfect dry and cool weather made this a great weekend filled with hiking,
mountain biking, fishing, campfires, pumpkin carving, GPS activities, sleeping under a star-packed sky, and
lots of s’'mores. The Pack would like to thank the 68 Hunters Creek families who brought their sons and
daughters to Lake Somerville for the campout.
Special thanks go to Ranveig Borland for organizing
the campout weekend, Stephanie Phillips and Peter
Kennedy for the campfire, and Bruce Shelby for the '
GPS scavenger hunt. For information about Pack
704, please contact Bruce Shelby at
bshelby@shelbyestus.com.




The City of
Hunters Creek
Village Presents the

Fall / Halloween House
Decoration Contest

Come join the fun! Decorate your Hunters Creek home for the month of Octo-
ber and you could win one of the following categories:

Spookiest: Create a spooky atmosphere that sends chills down
trick-or-treater’s spines. Show your Halloween spirit in a fun, ex-
citing way!

Most Enchanting: Very creative display that focuses on the magical
realm.

Most Festive: Bring the traditional fall season to Hunters Creek
with things like scarecrows, pumpkins, and a great harvest for alll
Rules:

Judging is based on 1) Originality 2) Seasonal Fall and Halloween Spirit
3) Neatness and Organizational set up, including consistency with a Theme.

Tip: Use your space! Make the most of what space you havelll

How to enter: Send an email to familyfun@cityofhunterscreek.org. Include
your name, address of the entry, and a phone number where you can be
reached. Please include in the subject line: “Halloween Contest Entry” and the
title or theme of your display if you have one. A confirmation email will go out
confirming your entry!

All entries must be received by 5:00 pm on October 27™ - No Exceptions!!!
Winners will be announced on Friday, October 30™ by email. Your prize will be
delivered to you & a sign will be placed in your yard indicating which category
you have won! Good Luck & Happy Decorating!



REFLECTIONS

‘BEAUTY ‘s..
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The deadline for Reflections submissions is this Thursday, October 29.
Please place your entries, along with the entry form, in the
Reflections box in the office.

If you have any questions, please contact Kris Maclay at 713-932-7838
or kmaclay@comcast.net.

Health Fitness Update -

The Health Fitness Team is proud to announce the Hunters Creek Harrier Program. “Harrier” is an-
other term used to describe cross country and distance runners. The overall goal of the new program
is to develop an appreciation for running and walking as worthwhile healthy exercise for lifetime fit-
ness. Our students are running or walking laps each day for fifteen to twenty minutes of their health
fitness classes. Lap totals are being kept and posted weekly to display each student’s progress. “Toe
Tokens” are awarded to commemorate each time students reach their assigned targets. Students are
working hard and have made tremendous progress! Tokens are meant to be displayed on the bottom
shoe lace, closest to the toe, but may also be displayed on bracelets, necklaces or even back packs.

Grade Level “Toe Token” Goals

Kinder - First Every 16 Laps (4 Miles)

Second - Third Every 20 Laps (5 Miles)
Fourth - Fifth Every 24 Laps (6 Miles)

Submitted by Tim Clarkson, HF Specialist




SQUICKERS: BTiREE B  CERAMIC MUG MAGNETS KEEPSAKE BOX
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Our HCE artists rock! Our children are working on a
if " project that turns their artwork into various products
like bags, quilt squares, tiles, stationary, clocks, mat-
ted prints and more. In early November, you’ll receive

d . u.,..
a catalog with a picture of your child’s artwork and \%ﬂi’ \\
pe

" LARGE CARDS

the various products available. The best part is that

most items are under $20.00 and will be ready just in

time for the holidays. Please watch for the catalog in

your child’s backpack, or visit us at the Kid Pics table

at the auction. If you have any questions, please

contact Mona Read (mona.read@sbcglobal.net) or
Keepsakes! Jacqueline Wright (jwright7 @comcast.net).
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New 3™ and 4" Grade Program!

On November 11" the
third and fourth grades will
perform a program of
patriotic songs to
Celebrate Veteran’s Day.

Hunters Creek Cafeteria
8:30 a.m.

Family members who are
\eterans are especially invited.

El

To Submit a Newsletter Article

1. Write your article as a Microsoft Word document.

rdemoes@comcast.net
althealee@comcast.net
sassydesignsinc@comcast.net From the Edltor
virginias@ireality.com
witte@texas.net

q
= 2. E-mail it to all 5 newsletter editors at:

= 3. You should then receive a response from the editor who is responsible for that
=week. If you do not get a response, please call one of us to make sure your article
-W|II be included! The DEADLINE for submitting articles is every WEDNESDAY AT

- =10:00 AM. Articles will be accepted ONLY by e-mail. If you have any questions,

= please call any one of us!

. Renata DeMoes 281-381-6545
- Althea Lee 713-984-1615
. Sandy Means 713-906-1289
. Virginia Schwanauer 713-984-2490
- Teresa Witte 713-647-8444
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% October 15, 2009 g)
@) Members present: Lynne Luberger, David Davenport, Heather Willard, Jeannette Domaschk, w
@ Belinda Henry, Maggi Dunwoody, Kim Reynolds, Laura Shelby, Liz Swan, Francie Moore, &
G o) Laura Knight ® b
@ )
&  TEABTIM grant )
L), Laura Knight reported that the state of Texas is trying to facilitate ®
% the growth of early career teachers. Research shows that teachers g)
Q@ are leaving the profession after 3 years. Due to this fact, Spring %

@ Branch is participating in the TEA BTIM grant. This program’s )
& goal is to increase teacher retention. At HCE, we currently have 4 ®
® ), novice teachers. These teachers are not new to the profession but ® &
@ new to teaching in Texas. All mentees have a mentor teacher. B
9) Mentors meet with their mentees once per week, receive training, %2
1Y and observe their mentees. &
N D Librar i ® °

y Conversion
% Francie Moore presented information regarding the upcoming library conversion that will g)
Q) be used to promote transliteracy. Historically libraries were used to increase reading and @

@ writing. Now they need to change to build our students capacity with technology. Some o)
G items that HCE will receive from the Library Technology bond include iTouches, b
@ D laptops, digital cameras, projectors, collaboration booths, and collaboration tables. Ms. © &
é Moore desires to collaborate with the teachers to design )
Q) activities for students to use the new technology. She @

@ shared potential security concerns and past security &
4 ) incidents. Ms. Moore will receive training on the new 4 ® ®
@ equipment. Teachers have some opportunities to receive o © 7))
G technology training on the internet. Ms. Moore shared == b
L), that You Tube is now accessible to teachers butisnot \ ®
% available for students. In addition to the new technol- - o g)

library still contains 22,000 books. —
9)) ogy, our , o
@ )
&  Loveand Logic Update ®
D Lynne Luberger shared that PTA purchased 2 Love and Logic books for every staff mem- ®
@ )
4 ber. The district will formally roll out the program next year. Currently the staff at HCE ®
@ is participating in a book study using the books provided by PTA. o
& 3
. ®
& 3
@ v @ )
HAVI @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ 9@ @ @ @ @ePo

ee e Cp Tp Op Tp Op T Tp T Tp T T OB T ¢
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HUNTERS
CREEK

ELEMENTARY
HECE SPIRIT SHOP ITEMS

Show your Hunters Creek pride with our NEW items-ALL items have the HCE LOGO!!
Complete and return this form with your check (made to HCE PTA) to the box in the office
labeled “SPIRIT SHOP” or via your child’s backpack/folder.

* -

—+

Girls Green/White tie-dye shorts with HCE Logo $15.00
YS  YM__ YL AdultS _ AdultM___

Girls Solid Green Wind short with HCE Logo $12.00
YXS  YS  YM__ YL AdultS  AdultM__
Boys green mesh “football” short with HCE Logo $12.00
YS. YM___ YL AdultS_ AdultMm__

Long Sleeve Gray T-Shirt With HCE Logo $13.00

YS_ YM__ YL AdultS  AdultM__ AdultL_ AdultXL_
___ HCE Bumper Sticker $2.00

_____ BPA-Free Water Bottle $4.00

____ HCE Logo Lunch Tote with Zip-Top $8.00

_____Green Ruler and Calculator in one with HCE logo! $5.00

_____Green Folding Umbrella with HCE Logo $9.00

HCE Pencils 3 for $1.00

TOTAL $ , - . C N /1 2
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You are INVITED....

U
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The Annual HCE Auction is just around the corner

U
)‘\J/ ZA\J/

Friday, November 13
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The Forest Club Z p-m.‘til Midnight

L

)
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Featuring:

A

\

;ﬁ Fabulous Trips, Sporting Events, Spa Packages, Class Quilts,

Class Projects, Grade Level Packages,Fine Wines, Sports
x Memorabilia......and WAY more!

kg Tickets are $60 pre-paid or $75 at the door.

ZA\J/

at the bottom of the RSVP card.

Rock On
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questions? email dsuman@comcast.net,

mindyvoyles@comcast.net or
kathrynnicolemanning@comcast.net
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'~ Please turn your RSVP card into the RSVP Box in the front
.  office! Express check-in and payment by credit card are
available this year, simply check the Express Check-In line



AUCTION PRESALE

Donated by:

Jenny & Jim Greer, Caroline & Andy Trowbridge,
Kathryn & Neil Stone, Janee & Bill Bobbora, Lene & George Kiersted
Molly & Ross Vaughan, Alexia & Antonio Benavides,
Darby & Andy Suman, Yellow Cab

Avoid the crowds and shop ‘til you drop at the Nutcracker Market
Preview Party the night before the Market opens to the public,
The package includes 4 tickets to the Preview Party ($150 value each),
$200 in cash, 12 drink tickets and a town car that will drop you off and
pick you up right at the door!

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 11112009  7-10:30PM  RELIANT CENTER

Market Value $1100 Minimum Bid $750 YOUR BID §

Name
Phone Email Address

Please Print out this Paper Bid and Place in the Auction Box in the Front
Office no later than Wednesday, November 4, 2009 at 3 p.m.

Thank You for Supporting Hunters Creek Elementary School
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